Corticotropin-releasing factor (CRF) stimulates locomotor activity in intact and hypophysectomized newts (Amphibia).
Locomotor activity of rough-skinned newts (Taricha granulosa) was significantly higher in intact and hypophysectomized males injected intracranially with 100 ng CRF (ovine corticotropin-releasing factor) than in those injected with 10 ng CRF or saline. In addition, an injection of corticosterone or dexamethasone failed to stimulate newt locomotor activity. These results provide evidence that CRF can act independently of pituitary hormones to stimulate locomotor activity in a nonmammalian vertebrate.